
m
1995's creom of lhe crop in sporl, sporl.louring, lrouring, cruiser ond
shndord motorcycling - plus benchmork bikes from the'70s ond '80s
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the rage. Kawasaki, Suzuki and Yamaha

each built one, while Honda produced Mo.

The premise was simple in.oncept: liter

class power from a mid displacement en-

gine. The practice was slightly more compli

cated, unfortunalely, and the turbocha8ed

motorcycle went away wilh much less fan-

fare ihan that which had gr€eted its arrival

Still, the turbo retains ils adherents.

Holed up in remote mountains ior the mosl

part, livinB in cayes, galhering pads b\'day

and swappang stories of arvesome. mirror

ildppinB, ,irth gedr s'heelie. around the

campiire by nasht, the Turbo Motorcvcle

lnternational O$'ners A55or rdlron \ce\ rl\

mission as keeping those tinv impeller

blades spinning until such time as lhe

Creat Pumpkin rises gloriou5ly irom the

grave, makes big power and puls Ihe mo-

torcycling world back upon the true path

to high performance.
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 t the gracious f\ it.tlon oi
i.r\1.i.O.,^ t)resident Llob 4,1 ler. we at
t.id.d th..loh's ',rly i. berltiill Cel
tral, Pcnis!hai a, ii l!ne ot lhis ye.rr
TholEh the T.N1.lO.A. boasts rn nle'
n.tlonr nr.nbdship n!mb.ring i th-"
hrndreils, tre hardv and sonrcnhar
irorer b.nd th.t r$emb ed in Pennn
\ania n!mbere.l, oh,.rb.ul l5 one
lloid: CX5l)(r , .r |.rr.liul oi tre l-kept
C\650Ts. a iitr, Ka\'.sak CPzii{) T!.
bos. hlo Yamaha {,50 Turho Se..s a rd
one (L!m ro I hcrc) Slzlki XN85, th.
.r.esl nnd mon prccious oi th. t!rbo

bikes. (\\e ilr.,vs $ondered rh!
cnats.h was hol.lint ()d lo irit o I
s!z!k Turbo so t Sht r.r Thef r i lel i
ietr ruys ii on CBXS aid lhat lvp. or

R. ly rendqraiteA, the Parr Ccntral
Hol-"|. h.r.l bee. l)oiked ur) b\, the tinre
sc nrad. olr plais 11h-. il,rv l)eioe lhe
rJllyl, !o photo nr. st.r Ke! r \\riig ind
I [o!nr] !! llst do{n thc nrc.t at th-.

Fishin' Cree< Lodge and Bak.ry. Dol)
r!fs t,e plr.e rnd is inno!s ior her

Thc r.,/ HQ iiar is I wis .on.emed,
anvwa-vr w.ls thc Park Centrrl's har
Central, Pcnisyl!aiia, s not only ,ot
oi i ireew.y (or turnpi<.i, fs not .!cn
of Jr)! k nl i)I N!. l.ne Y.! nrn oti i
renror-p r!!o .ne onlo a ilL e bl..ktop
rca.l l i _vou s-pe the s Efr .id tralel
ba.k a fcw nri cs aid malbc 5l) f€i6lo
Bct thcrc Th.r. 5 a ittlc storc, th. hotel,
Do y's stickv b!ns..f.w hous.s aid a
lot oi nice trees. Thafs it

l e hULirs lodse ike Pr.k Central
has e!-" v knowd sfecies.i ni:nrhirl
l n. Ld ng a hoiia o) st!i1.d and oi dis
p a)'. and ihc-v a pccr ovcr your shou
der ironr thc wa ls and .ei inSs wh l.
yo! ert as ii thev'd like a bite if fou
colld $n,e 1. 5omebody iecenty shot
.rn 851-pou )!l b i.k be.r feilbr, Uob
N1 l€r repffrs. l,-"ople ar rh-" bar rre ln
.rcdulous ihat )o! $€re ah . to a.lu.rl y
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I nd thenr ironr l.s ,\n!e e\. [/]at s th.
dcal $ th O J., rhe! irr.l o krow
wher (lid !o! lan speak w lh hi.rr

Vi le! Bo\ [riiE ncar r f.Nndcr..] on
(.anr.d .,r.I whei he s.w trc\ r'cr.
58 i d.z.n. Here 1 wis, then ln scarch
oi th. c[s rc iu'Lri, $,e h.]!l st(,nb ed
into (jod s..runtr\'. ..

'r$.s Ho,)4,, th.rt Bot rhc ba rol ig
in l9ll, wirh Lhe \!orld's il !i prod!.
t on 1!rbo.ha.serl nolorc!.rle, thc
CX500TC, $hi.h \!i( b,rserl I for tre
owlv CXi{)o tran$,erse V Ir ) BoJn
i.g nrt one blt hro r.olnt'enr) .o.l
Plle6 . re nr i e.l $lth gnti.rrtnrnB
aid aiorhe' i its ir e iie.iion thc
CX TC s .l d.$. H,,,a.i'! 5k a! it .
timc *hcn thints io\! .rs niuid.,ne r,s

i!uid (oo iig an.l ro!r \; lei fel(v nder se,c t!rt b.giniirg l. niike
head\r,r!. The Turbo seenrcd to po nt
lh. wa! 1o$,a.r . rlor o!s, highr..h
i!turrc. ln trLrh lhe bike sir ,xire me
ch.ni.al n ghrmare thaf berutiiu
drenm. with nr.re hoser ind \!lrer tll,f

A $, tu,tro.harE.rs doi t d. nru.h
ior lhe e.gine thef're ntt.r.h.d to lntil
t s sp nning r p r .der oad. ror

trrolnd to\!n. lo$ rpD use. the Honr
\!is not q!it. as hot ai rs s )e. s reeL rl
sine(]. All thnt iinc tr.ker\ and i!lLr s

r Ih. suzukiis lAeonly Eike wnh on edsily
vi3ible lorbo. r66kr eo5y ro work on, huh?

t. trlini..r.l.e. !) o,r ii: iro!n.
riL \ !.i:s.. , top hei!v ir .rolor.!.-.,
he rg pr'hfi around h\ a .1lr:.. l\! r
n ilh n ( onrpr.\s on rntio .i. rll : 2: I

\n.l lref trere $n! li8 Thc Hon.r
Trrb. tliie 5 noir a lerlc d.s. oi L
l.! fij \or kno\! lor're r lllnA y)n!
rhin! sre. al n tL rl i irl n) nru(h
.i t f,rkes .lcar ih! tr.)or i,)rre,l
)eif8 p od!.c.] !! th{r I me the ponei
for .1lere.l lcts to thI tnb.r, !.1'!e
orl.n l.,iL !.tir .r )tieiitr. on i oad { th

atir in 'li2 ..nie lrfr.t rr \ eftrr,
rhe \J6ln c Tr b. s...r \!h e H.n
.1. sin j ilrtro ns n tc.rri.rq.i
.oD!rL .i. r. l. the ,,r or a \ n xn rn
t.ok a ii .ih )lr . t,or qh bi c \

.heirrer, rp ro!(h: lnn.ad oT ile l
t..r o., llie se(r Tu, )o !r.. a b:nk oi
:l(lnrnr a\ Mikr ri ..r tr! c,torr A t nf
1t{bishi ttrrlh r rit s th rr c\rn!.i

inpc l.r l9irnr i , ,lii neter s as
t!(licrl awif tr.ie.th Lhe n!iitirm
| \l:r1, nherc crrn!it iirp! s-"s ironr )
n.rnil oilil,)! set oi hcadc pipes
lepl I n ri rlnts r\Nnr nt a ou r.l
I 71),(l(l(l r ) | A bi! t!b. th.i ie.l
prcs!rize.. i te,erl ri, iroir thc i!rbo
up to . i-.aled ,r rbor vorr bas r
''b o* th orEh'nsteJn.

NnLr rl !. it's rot q!ir. rhiL sinrfle
lle, .o, iru\t bc p c$!r z.d 1. lee|
iu rho,r iomplsrin8 ttl.kolt oi
th. loit bo$ s i rd ifnr trc iLr. tank,
e : rue )L n ) . rr eilL litor syst.nl
w.s dc!is-od lo i iLiin iL,c llDc pr.s
\' r ir n ab.!. )o.il lrers! e .\ii.r,
s|e.., jet i.!d cs. tap.'.d srer!lr .,t
lhe e i.l, rl or! th| 5..a Tlrb. s .i,lr
t. de.l $,il, the {per d.rsc a r-olns
ri.rnr.,d rnruslr at nra\ m!nr boosr
trith.ll .aning out the iri\tur! t{r iar
anll ..!sinE i r.n,/ e\p os of

L LrJS (all, a r.rks is..!enire.l ln
1r-. Se.. Ther--'s css lnE pr.sent tr..
silh Lre Hon(ln inaif ) b..ause
\'.rfrah: betif wiLh r trisgei ciSii-",
rrd. s r.e lhe Se.r rloesn t b! ld a.
,nr.h boosl ar lhe Hor,l.r, Yrinrhi
di( f't rr.d to .lr.p ..fr )ression .l
.r!.li Thercior., th. rrinsllior i on
.fi bo.(l 1o o r s ies! nbr!rt

The Se.i ieel! ike rou .r'.trr8. .ar f
'80s .'. .r r i, ed Lrlr\1 I nti nb.r!t
60110 rpfr, trhererl). r he lensition s

t,ni .ri an iD!ls rle hr rd :erc1, nA
. or r .i r(l !.oot iE th. h ke ii, l!
..i9. lhe Se..i Iee \ !er," un(r.*ea
and q!.rl .arisl rg. org nt :0 or Il0
nph. lA r!'b..liirger i)rkes a prctt)
eiic.inc ir!iil-.r. re r 'bo I L Lr mun
l,e !ir oi th. .tr i.1.st i.Ler ril .of,lI^

OLhe. 5e.r (onrponcnts i c .si e l
dcar rq th.rr s ni /\irnssin,-d !!s
leisnrr sar i big dei it the t rne, too,
triredont ir.tr $hf \. L.i nef
lio r \in!. pinon hmi. .al )e6 n.rrl
e..!! r (r.rt dr. .l.c iro\i to rl;! oii
the i,rl Mei lhe\ src i Turbo 5...
.onr rg Sti.n\ LLbe i,,,,,e. l6,nir i.rr(
t!bcs. bo!Dt\ sr..ks. \riir .'ne, .- np
Lries iid b'! p.n. ..nrbi.e to !.rke
t re 5e(r olr.nnd datc lor Most Likel,

lL s r trei!hi thln8 Th.t t n! t!r)o
s,.r rd r r .irkiis (he 5c(a Tu, ro 6i
po!n.s rorll er li,r, ., rer! i, 650
5e(J l6: pound< iusr ibor r rhe
inre is l(.$alakl's hol rod CPzlr0!

I5reve Klore'e Kowosoki hoint dlong-
side Ken Dev.lder's XNa5. The XN woj
re.enrly unedrrhed nom o alorido rime
wo.p, .omplete with orisihdl lner {wirh
rhe nubs) ond showins 450 mile..



ai.l . ui e ., ies po( x s nror. tran thc
S!z!k GSllllilE, b. h . w,i.-, co! d
eno(c th. S... ike i.he.rt (i!rr..id

5i,z!ki lir.d iii i!rb. IL,. in l. e rl2.
J ,d th-- XN8: bobb.. nrnre.l .rre \ L.
llie !r ri.,( e .,\ thc bcn t!rbo. r:'B-".1
bike r!. i ) e. Simi i to th. Yamaha
n ayo!t s!zrki ru.ke.l t5 lH turbo

treh nd th..)lii.l.' )1..k .i r,) ii
]i:ool,-rl in irc io!,.lri!ing il fnrrsl
n nori,J ioorifS cxha!( .ol e. or
I ke he Ho,nl.r, it rc l.d on.l..1 oii.
iLr. irte.l o. ior rirt!rr .ontro ; n

Suzlkl i .[e. i eiLe lpe ilo! nctcr
n! ri nIi( r l\

n.ke(l thro!3r th. turlD a..l \ io!e(l
in o lhe erBinc, nith Ih. profer
rnrolnr oi iLrel iljecrialt!n bct.rc en
tcr nE lre heJ. \'e \ r|:ii!hti.rtr\,itr],
ii rot p ti.!.,1! poseriLl

lhe xN ircl! th. e.st tLrl)o ! \!
seamless ,v ( les t .onrc on r.osl rl
m:ke r 0 o. r r.t, it has th! tr .L.sl
Bu.k RoSer'i liq!id cr!!ta boosl
8a!Ee to ii.'.r v.! l)i r I i re e e.|o
nre.haii.. tr.ke',r r,rk .s )b(e Ie
lor ll trr oth.r h k.s h!\e Cl)
b..s( dis ) i!\. too. blt SLrz!k !.i! r re
N1BA lNlrr o Brc\. Atr.ld . t\\'.r.ler
$hat eler hr rrre rel 1o drc roior.\. .
ind!nr\1s i;r.ir.rLi. r n th the La,Dl
Th| bcn pnrt ol Drr. rl :r! 5e(. nii
I re rstrument panc .1

Ai!triv. t $rs rcil ,/ thc \N's hai
dlins pnMes\ hir , rvor trc hcirts ai.l
b.rhindi ol rre (ifloi .dd cd aal
iorniai bike p'ess, iot:o nu.h i1s nro
tor. Not onl!_ .l .l he 5u7uii wc qh
lnre .li polids le$ h.r, Le Hond.
.,,d Yrnrrha. ii wir th.r i:'sr prcdu..
li.. Lurlnx lr.,,sed tr (c with I lr, in.l
lroir $,heel nroh, ahhr ard thc ilrst
str.ct aoinq su7!ki to jrer a t!ll
Floatcr i..., t iBle rlhckr ie.r cnd lt
rould Ao happil! r or rd co ne,s. ba
sirJ r. wh.rc the othe' !rho l)ires

\\rhal .lerl.es the 5!7uii nos ii ls '.1
it.v. Thc Tlrlt A5so.l.t on thin <s on !
100 xcr. brill. rn. of ! ,h.Lrt ll(r oi
thorr woc t tle.l ir lhe Urited st.t.s.
How nrany nrc .i? To lUb! !u!\, the
XN s the Ho f Cra

Se...i-'r,e5t sou rl bc tr. H.ndi
CX55(lT, .l $li.lr l!st o\!r lTt)0
crnrc Statcsid.. La! r ,e( i)id I981 to
Lhe probabl! .oiside'able .o,,ste,in
li,)r oi thosc $ho d trsl b.uB,t
( xj00 s. the 650 r!.s a lanl\ n l)er.r phd!.1: 177.c inorc disp a.enre.
and a hiqh-ar.o.rpression rat o s.ir a
lons trnv tonal.] .!riDr il\ oii boost
42 !1aT!Ra\a ! , \!,rirt.., l

ilG, b sser valves and a bisser iurbine
Eave more boost, and the rwo comPur
ers'functions from rhe 500 we,e taren
over by but one black box in the sim
plified 650.

A little saddle iime on a 650 Tlrbo
reveal, wrat all the roopla was abo!1.
Oncethe tachomete. gets to about 2500
on ihe l-londa, a litde more throltle rota
tion sends ii into flll Srar l,Vars mode.
5o!ndiig like a mlted Du.ati, the 6507
does a so{ of biE dos wassins its tai
shudder belore launchinB icelf down
the road with the progressively faner
leel of being artached to a giant
blngee cord. Absolute top end is n.)
8rea1 shakes, but midrange power is
amazingly good/ eve. by cutrent s1.n-
dards. Boosl, you realize, is a good
thin8, panicularly when itrs attached to
an enEinc that rouids like a nock car.
The 65oTt hellacio!r midran8e made

it th. r.l .i .h..rr)io,) in '81. thrash
i18 ia/cn rh. m 3h1f s!/r k c5ll00

  nr. r ,e Hofdn s.ha$ i i.. i is !oi,
.l as, s,r!. l|.,( oi i n.w STI l(r{l Ho rd,r.
Thcr.'r a ILlle folernent, blt o\er.r I

lhc b (.'j isrer)i !f ls ri(e ! blttoi.d
rlor r .id .o.ri le,l Son,e )eop c .o
ecL bikes that nrak. vo! \ro.de, $hrr

r r. Pare rt\ !li.l to rhcnr. Not s. re
I .n.1. Crrri0T lr. ,r I : iiiricr .
Yro t nru'.g.rl!r). --.

Lait ai.l h! rll nen r! rcast .:m-a
(rnasa(ls ZI:5(l l!r)o Uised upon
he CPz750 plrtiffm, Kaw.rs.rki .iBi
ree6 lle. ( ci io a gc f e m n.re nB
b) p..ir! t,e iurbo.rarg
thc .rhiLsr po,ts rs po\s L c. To thaL
.id. th. ZI .tr rie( if\ 4irnnr ..m
!re!s.r I r irorl ol lre e rrire, and
srt!eezcd .l ior ' re.rd r r)es int.r it
itr eiglrt n.h.r do{rrreani irom
lh. re,r( . Cle. r ai .anrc ! a a tr be
ro!t.d berei h the eii 5idc oi th.
r r.'s KZ(,50..\es, tl,,o!sh an o lcd
ioarn i t.r fror rre.l .u boid the.oui
LeBhaft spro.kel lrosL lLdD, .rroth!r
\ eel t,Jre ,an ih. p .*Lr zed .1, br(k
l. ; ) efu,, i,r thc nornial i. llne [ou
o.ntion, \! rere iL fret up \!ith a D Eltall'!c lnjc.t on rfste.r sinrildr to ihat
idrn.l.r rh.6P7ll(10

St,iupe.l soid f ro Ke'ke.s S.,eicl
rllr.rnometer, thc Ka$as.ki be ldred
oLL (1.16 ho s--p.rwo n1 C,-./e.rag,l
, i. r Nore rber !81 is!!. Thar
$o!ld cqlakr Lo aroun( 00 Llvroj.t
lD les ur. Dlnoj.r re rB Lhe rypica,
rer whee mcas!rii3.fno.o.,i]or \,

Fir h da!, tr.n, tr. K:tr,asaki lvis
an i )sol!t,a . riina , ab c ro bu'.
throlSh 1re.t!r1er nr e.r h.i sc.oid
!!i((c th.1n its nearen 'i\,)l irid rith
0 ,u. irph throuSh the lglrrs. ,otol

.],./isl s tcst bli. . ock.d I0.tl.l se.-

.xk il r2l : nrlrr. Noi, that a.lec.rde
h.s prsserl. those nlmb.rs ar. .. r e!
ah e l)) ror nr lv nsplratcd :5{X hur
a thos. bikes wei!1, ., lot Iess aid
lr!nch thcinsclles i,rnr rnn nrent er

rSrorrhip Enrerprile h6 9or norhing o.
BoE Lux'. aX65OT. More hoort, Mr. Sulu.

I Ja.k T.6nerurill firs in hi5 t965 Bar€s
learhers, and Benys rrill dis him. His lur.
b.se(a 3hows 73,000 miles. He fiqnses



rcar tires. crrious, s.'l il/
On tre rc.r(, the Kinaqk ! l2 -vcar

okl ,-nitine slil plls had, pat.u arly
i o.r rb.!l (,01)(l rpnr. Dia inN r a tr t
nror-a thtult c irom thcrc, n rnr ge.r,
pnn dcs ihooshv, s ert. ,,eir liLer
b ke thr!st wnh rln()s ind s..'iiblc
rB. There vou are. .( sinS : ong nt

wh.t lee s I ke a5 nrph. oi v n) B an.e
.t lhe spe-odo $hi.h r.ad!..85. The
Ka\!as:k .ai cs st.cp gcaB .id tr ox,s
thro!8h thcm.inrrtlc$lv.

\\h! did tre turtro go r$.)i ( osl,
naturJ f, ils( es rea!i f, and .om
p erilv ril.ls t-sr )orh ior .raiui.i.tLrr
e ..n hlycr. A so, ihe ca r '801

\rere a tolsh r m. ior the lJprrese,
who ia!nd thcmn'les wlth too ni.rn-r
!i!old l)ikes !atrerlnA ( LSt in \\'.re
h.L,se\ r; wel as i liosr le tl S a.l

n slr.rlior nh.h sho -! th.r.iitcr
sa!! f t to t ap t.rr ifs oi nrp.r lci
Lr kcs o!o 7;0.. iwhich re.ll.v
should !. beei r goo(l tr f.q a.,r lr 'lt
prod!(tiorl. A r!s,rr, rre li )i rese
sldder ! r)eft:eiled llre .eed lo e.on
onrire. an. lurbo bike sr .s had r.\.r
.\a.t r booir.d Clston (ru 5e s

sc.med t.r be the turning tr n8
Rnlins rnv oi these b ke' rrrkes roL

uonder, thoLgr wlriL fi 3hL ra\.
Leeni No.e ire greal l\f sl) rond

m.\r oi rh. r rol

rtur66 Owne6 Unite! T.M.|.O.A. wdnrt
you. coll(2oI)394-17o4 or fqx (2Ol)

h or n .ont.nrpornr .sr, blt ior lport
tD! in! Ll!t\ th.\ irclr engifes,.rl
lIi!tr nr. r I f\c.-l ent. frod!( .!
,ie ,ii! r).rreri ()i i si!i !sihle irk
. e ,Pir ird\er ar.l t..l!. thil $!!.
\i.I U]lni ght ori thc ba.l or tr.

1t!rbo.har!.r Hoirl. 5l ll1l0 o
aio ( Wiiit .o! (l Le tr! ! rle eilir)!,
i ( of . bike thr n rerrl! ne ehs si\

or 80Lr porD(ls, v!rv r.x? lre nr 1]rio
bl e )rvluf, c,"rtainlr h.rsn'l S !en !p
o , t!rbos: I ook .o i!'rher th.i
|ors.he s \iil.l f powe ir n.w 9l I

Ir'|I, pos bly thc hoticn iolrwree
!,.hi.1. or ihc p en.t.

n th. nrennt me, the T!rt! Moo .-!-
. e lnt--rfationJ ()r!ners r\ssorrii ..
!!rnls for, ir.d vor slio!k wa.L rhe.r i
fo! (r!. .r rale e.! inl-.resl n tLrL!
l) ker. lh. Asso. ation s.t!arter !
nc\is ctt.r r!il make lour jou,ie! to
rr.ssurlze( Nir!rnr easier Not o r !
wns the i!in! ens! J x the ne.ls i .le.
at the T .1.lO.A \ iirn .,lly n Ped.sy
!rfi.r. !l:,r .ouli sli get Ho e on th.
idio \'VHOaIO()OOSHI fG

N.r? bei 1995 r MoToRaYcL sr 43


